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2
nd

 Grade 

Opinion: Book Rubric 
 

 

Genre Chart 

Opinion: Book 

4 

Exceeded Goal 

3 

Accomplished 

Goal 

2 

Just Beginning 

1 

Hasn’t Started 

Engages the 

reader and gives 

the title and author 

of the book 

Uses two 

engaging 

strategies and 

gives the title and 

author of the book 

Uses an engaging 

strategy and gives 

the title and author 

of the book 

Uses an engaging 

strategy or gives 

the title of the 

book 

Does not use an 

engaging strategy 

or give the title 

and author of the 

book 

States an opinion 

about the book 

Establishes a 

strong, purposeful 

opinion 

States a clear 

opinion about the 

book 

Opinion is unclear Does not include 

an opinion about 

the book 

Gives reasons for 

your opinion 

Gives only 

important reasons 

for your opinion 

Gives reasons for 

your opinion 

Reasons do not 

support your 

opinion 

Does not give 

reasons for your 

opinion 

Uses vivid verbs, 

naming nouns, 

adjectives, and 

sensory details 

Strategies paint a 

detailed picture 

with words  

Strategies paint a 

picture with words 

Words do not 

paint a picture 

 

Does not use any 

strategies to paint 

a picture with 

words 

Uses transitions 

and varies 

sentence 

beginnings 

Transitions and 

varied sentence 

beginnings link 

ideas 

Uses transitions to 

connect ideas and 

varies sentence 

beginnings 

Uses minimal 

transitions and 

varied sentence 

beginnings 

Does not use 

transitions or vary 

sentence 

beginnings 

Concludes with a 

recommendation 

that restates 

opinion 

Concludes with a 

meaningful 

recommendation 

that restates 

opinion  

Concludes with a 

recommendation 

that restates 

opinion 

Concludes with a 

recommendation 

or restates opinion 

Does not have a 

conclusion 

Correct 

conventions 

support meaning 

No or minor errors 

in spelling, 

punctuation, and 

grammar 

A few errors pop 

out but do not 

interfere with the 

essay 

Frequent errors 

distract the reader 

So many errors it 

is hard to read 
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     Name_________________ 
 

Opinion: Book 

Engaging Beginning 

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________ 
 

Topic Sentence (Opinion) 

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________ 
 

First Reason 

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________ 
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Next Reason(s) 

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________ 
 

Next Reason(s) 

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________ 
 

Last Reason(s) 

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________ 
 

Conclusion 

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________ 
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Engaging the Reader Sample Introductions 
 

Action 

Steaming hot pasta bubbles, boils, and then magically flows from the pasta pot in Tomie 

dePaola’s Strega Nona. 

 

Onomatopoeia 

 “Pop, pop, sizzle, pop.”  Pasta pours out of the magical pot in Strega Nona by Tomie dePaola. 

 

Fact 

Tomie dePaola, a famous children’s book author and illustrator, wrote the magical story Strega 

Nona.   

 

Question  
How much pasta do you think you can eat?  In Strega Nona by Tomie dePaola, Big Anthony 

must eat all the pasta filling his town.     
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2
nd

 Grade  

Revision: Opinion: Book 
 

Name:  Date:_____________ 

 

 

Rubric Score 

Student  Teacher Genre Chart 

 

     Engages the reader and gives title and author of the text 

     Suggestion for improvement:  

 

     

 

     States an opinion about the book 

     Suggestion for improvement:  

 

     

 

     Gives reasons for your opinion 

     Suggestion for improvement:  

 

     

 

     Uses vivid verbs, naming nouns, adjectives, and sensory details 

     Suggestion for improvement:  

 

     

 

     Uses transitions and varies sentence beginnings 

     Suggestion for improvement:  

 

     

 

     Concludes with a recommendation that restates opinion 

     Suggestion for improvement:  
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2
nd 

Grade 

Editing Checklist 

 

Name:  Date:_____________ 

 

Student  Teacher 

 

     1. Paper includes name, date, and title. 

 

     2. Correct punctuation at the end of each sentence. 

 

     3. Correct capitalization (beginning of sentences and proper nouns). 

 

     4. Each paragraph is indented. 

 

     5. Correct spelling, including “no excuse” words. 

 

     6.   
(Grammar focus for the class) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2
nd 

Grade 

Editing Checklist 

 

Name:  Date:_____________ 

 

Student  Teacher 

 

     1. Paper includes name, date, and title. 

 

     2. Correct punctuation at the end of each sentence. 

 

     3. Correct capitalization (beginning of sentences and proper nouns). 

 

     4. Each paragraph is indented. 

 

     5. Correct spelling, including “no excuse” words. 

 

     6.   
(Grammar focus for the class) 

 

  



Writing By Design©                                                                                               Certified Education Consultants, Inc. 

 

Opinion: Book 

Assessment 

 

Objectives 

 Students will write an opinion paragraph. 

 Students will use the strategies from the genre chart. 

 

 

 

 

Authentic Assessment 

 

You need to have all the elements of the Genre Chart for your opinion paragraph. 

Write a paragraph that gives your opinion of the book using all of the strategies on the genre chart.  

Make sure you give reasons for your opinion.  

 

 

 

 
Opinion: Book 

Assessment 

 

Objectives 

 Students will write an opinion paragraph. 

 Students will use the strategies from the genre chart. 

 

 

 

 

Authentic Assessment 

 

You need to have all the elements of the Genre Chart for your opinion paragraph. 

Write a paragraph that gives your opinion of the book using all of the strategies on the genre chart.  

Make sure you give reasons for your opinion. 

Opinion: Book Genre Chart 

 Engages the reader and gives title and 

author of the book 

 States an opinion about the book 

 Gives reasons for your opinion 

 Uses vivid verbs, naming nouns, 

adjectives, and sensory details 

 Uses transitions and varies sentence 

beginnings 

 Concludes with a recommendation that 

restates opinion 

 

Opinion: Book Genre Chart 

 Engages the reader and gives title and 

author of the book 

 States an opinion about the book 

 Gives reasons for your opinion 

 Uses vivid verbs, naming nouns, 

adjectives, and sensory details 

 Uses transitions and varies sentence 

beginnings 

 Concludes with a recommendation that 

restates opinion 

 


